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We have put our expertise into this unique 
building to make it even more part of the city.
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Madrid = History + Symbol + City

Our particular view of the world of architecture means 
we combine context and history.

From here, with all its history, the city began to open itself 
to the future. This point offers an urban setting between the 
medieval past of the city and the modern 20th century.

Today the spot is particularly important in the life of the city, 
highly charged with symbolism.

We want to go beyond the merely superficial and create a 
language in the environment, with the city.



‘To construct the future 
looking at the past from 
the present’
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We recover the palace concept from its origins:

   
   Ground and first floors, given over to 
commercial premises are unified in the finish of 
their facade textures.

   Second floor containing offices and forming 
the central body of the building.

   Top floor: set back, also used for offices, 
finishing off the building.

The concepts of base, shaft and capital are identified on the new facade. 

Past and future blend in the same visual approach.

Architecture = Design + Technology + Versatility
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Architecture = Design + Technology + Versatility

Golden stone, with which the building was 
constructed and one of its most important features, 
becomes a visual identity, linking with:
   
   The memory of the golden stone of the old Palace 
of the Dukes of Medinaceli.  
   The reference of this range of colours to the concept 
of jewellery as an element of value and quality.  
   The golden colour evokes: dawn, new world, light, 
wisdom, energy and inspiration. 

The tripartite order is accentuated by the golden 
base, the transparent shaft and the white crown.

   The golden textures sit on the ground, breaking 
down as they move up the facade.  
   The gravidity dissolves high up until it becomes 
transparent on the office floors.  
    At the top, transparency is replaced by white 
glass, crowning the building.

A commitment to order and elegance, 
creating a timeless discourse.

    A building committed to lasting over 
time, not limited to making an impact as 
a mere “bestseller”.   
    Recovering the palace concept to 
make the building a landmark,  
    creating a language extending beyond 
the space and lighting up the city.
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   The vertical circulation in the office building 
is improved by altering the position of the 
staircase and lifts.  
   A new internal courtyard has increased 
the natural light for the offices on the second 
and upper floors.   
   New representative lobby at the access to 
the offices from Paseo de Recoletos.           
   Generating terracing usable both as 
a pedestrian connection between both 
floors and for holding informal events or 
displaying products.
   Independent accesses to the office and 
commercial uses. 
   Actions on the building affecting less 
than 50% of its area, in accordance with 
the regulations.
   Better balance in terms of area between 
office use (51%) and commercial space (49%).

Distinctive architectural 
components:

Architecture = Design + Technology + Versatility
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Led technology will be used to:

   To allow the entry of natural light.
   Impressive images displayed on 
the building’s façade.  
   Adaptation to its unusual shapes.

Passive energy systems will be promoted:

   Double skin chamber on all the façades.
   High solar- and noise-protection glass.
   Improvement in natural lighting conditions (new courtyard).

Architecture = Design + Technology + Versatility
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The modulation of the whole 
façade makes it possible to extend 
the compositional criteria to the 
new building, associated with 
classical architecture and, at the 
same time, reinforcing its solid, 
elegant character.

Linking past and future. Commitment to 
transparency in a visual game blending 
indoors and outdoors.

Base + Lightness + Texture = Elegance
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Embracing the content and the container 
with a concept of space based on quality and elegance.

It allows flexible internal distributions.

  Avant-garde based on versatility, design and technology.

Architecture = Design + Technology + Versatility
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You = Show window + Conversation + Brand

With this space 
and its site, we 
give your brand a 
global dimension.

“jewel space” establishing a conversation between: 

     the local and the global        the inside and the outside       the city and the world       the day and the night
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The best sales 
begin by choosing 
the best site, your 
shop window on 
the world. 
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Architecture in its context and in the history 
of the city

The confluence of Calle Génova and Paseo de 
Recoletos in Plaza de Colón in Madrid is a particularly 
important point for the life of the city. It is a central 
space both for public transport communication and 
public gatherings of the people of Madrid and a highly 
symbolic point in the city. It is the transition between 
the 18th-century city and the 19th-century city, 
and the place where the development of the 20th-
century city began with the beginning of Paseo de 
la Castellana northwards and Calle Goya and Jorge 
Juan eastwards.

At the end of the 18th century and beginning of the 
19th, the eastern side of the established centre of 
Madrid was used for building aristocratic mansions. 

Leaving the historic centre, the nobles built their 
new luxury homes in an area where the available 
land allowed them to have orchards and gardens.

The outstanding feature of this very important urban 
setting was the palace of the Dukes of Medinaceli 
(previously called Uceda and then belonging to the 
Marquis of Salamanca), which Pedro Navascues 
Palacio highlighted in a Technical University of Madrid 
text entitled “Castellana: quién te ha visto y quién te 
ve” (Castellana: those who have seen you and those 
who see you):

“Moving on to the Plaza de Colón, where La Castellana 
theoretically begins, until a few years ago we would 
have found the magnificent Uceda Palace, which later 
bore the name of the Marquis of Salamanca and finally 

that of Medinaceli, until it was inexplicably demolished. 
If I mention the name of this palace, which many still 
remember having seen demolished amid a collective 
passivity unthinkable today, it is because, as well as 
possibly being the most notable example of all those 
built in La Castellana, several aspects of it are well 
worth knowing. Firstly, this palace (1864) confirmed the 
establishment here of the French “hotel”, supplanting 
the Italian “villa” model along the lines of the Salamanca 
mansion we have already mentioned. Not only was the 
type of building new, so was the taste, as this Uceda 
Palace was built in a beautiful French architectural 
style somewhere between Louis XIII and Louis XIV, 
including the essential black mansard roof crowning 
the building...”



The stone used in the palace of the Dukes of Medinaceli 
was brought specially from Angoulème in France. This 
limestone, possibly from the Vilhonneur quarry, has 
beige grains on a cream-coloured background, which 
must have given the palace a golden shade.
The palace was demolished in 1964 and the Colón 
Centre was built on the site, where there is a building 
now used as offices by Barclays which CBRE has 
asked us to convert. 

The aerial photograph below shows the physiognomy 
of the Plaza de Colón in about 1969, where the 
transformation of the area with the Colón towers is 
clear and the building subject to the design competition 
can be seen. The building can be made out between 
the end of the old centre and the traces of the 19th-
century expansion, forming an architectural turning 
point referring to special moments in the history of the 
city.

The Barclays building therefore conceals some 
elements of the history of the city which will condition 
the solution we present for the corner of Calle Génova 
and Paseo de Recoletos.
In summary, these elements are as follows:
a. The spot in the city where it stands is particularly 
important symbolically, because it is the point of 
transition between the medieval city layout, the city 
of the 17th-century palaces, and the 19th-century 

expansion of Madrid completed in the 20th century.
b. The current building was preceded by another, 
the palace of the Dukes of Medinaceli, which was 
an example of the French-style architecture that was 
taken up by the palaces of La Castellana.
c. In the composition of its facades, the palace of the 
Dukes of Medinaceli suggested a division of the plane 
into three elements, configuring the tripartite order of 
classical architecture.
d. The palace of the Dukes of Medinaceli was built in 
golden stone.
The intention of our proposal is to recognise these 
elements from the memory of the city and suggest 
a set of references to the history of Madrid making 
up the new building in its context and turning it into a 
memorable contemporary piece.
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Design criteria

1. Designing a representative building reflecting the 
symbolic importance of the site where it will stand. 
To achieve this effect we will recover the tripartite 
composition of the new facades in an analogue way, 
reviving the “palace” concept. The ground floor of the 
remodelled building will sit on the ground when the 
building is completed, removing the porticoes it has 
today.
The ground and first floors, used as commercial 
premises, are unified in the finish of their facade 
textures to form the base of the building.
The second floor contains offices and forms the 
central body of the building.
The set-back top floor, also used as offices, 
completes the building.
So, the concepts of base, shaft and capital can 
be clearly identified on the new facades. On the 
new facades, we use contemporary architectural 
language to reproduce classical compositional 
criteria, integrating the building into the history of 
the site and giving it collectively recognisable visual 
features that mean people will never tire of looking 
at it.

2. Introduction of golden elements into the design of 
the facades.
On the base of the building, facade is finished in a 

Giotto di Bondone. Maestà di Ognissanti. Panel painting.

Japanese calligraphy with gold leaf.

golden colour. Not only as a reminder of the golden 
stone of the old palace of the Dukes of Medinaceli but 
also because of the reference that this colour range 
makes to the concept of jewellery. The commercial 
premises at Plaza de Colón nº 1 must be a jewel. 
We understand that the position of the building at 
this point of Madrid requires the presence of a shop 
contained in a golden box symbolising the quality of 
its products. The visual permeability between exterior 
and interior must be incomplete, suggesting the 
presence of “secrets” inside and evoking a desire to 
discover them and, therefore, to go inside the shop.
Meanwhile, the golden colour has symbolic content 
in collective historical thought very well described 
by the journalist Marisa Santamaria in her article 
“Arquitectura que vale oro” (Architecture worth its 
weight in gold) in the following terms:
“A golden colour is associated with the sun, 
abundance and power and with great ideals and the 
light of wisdom and knowledge. It is supposed to 
be a colour that revitalises the mind, energies and 
inspiration, and dispels fear.” 
Gold has been a constant presence in the history of 
art and architecture. From Egyptian sculpture, Giotto, 
Japanese calligraphy and Russian icons to Yayoi 
Kusama, including classic examples like Gustav 
Klimt and Ives Klein, a golden colour reproduces 
adoration for gold as a noble material, and gold 
includes warmth and elegance.

COLÓN1 / Proposal. Introduction
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3. The modulation of the whole facade makes 
it possible to extend the compositional criteria 
associated with classical architecture to the new 
building and strengthen its solid, elegant character.
The two facades overlooking Calle Génova and 
Paseo de Recoletos, as well as those surrounding 
the internal spaces of the Colón complex have 
been modulated with a horizontal dimension of 
between 91 and 93 cm (to adjust them to the actual 
dimensions of the building). This provides the whole 
building with a unitary compositional reference and 
allows highly flexible internal distributions.

On the ground floor, the module has a dimension of 
91 cm, reinforcing its role as a base. On the second 
floor, the module is doubled to 182 cm, contributing 
to the lightness intended for the building with its 
height.

The changes in texture (from golden to transparent 
and from transparent to white) and the horizontal 
composition of the building (from a reflected module 
into a double facade) appear as horizontal bands 
distanced from one another – exact multiples of 
the horizontal module. This design procedure, 
so common throughout history, is not clearly 
perceived, but introduces references from the parts 
to the whole which consciously or subconsciously 
are valued as compositional tranquility and order. 

Gustav Klimt. Portrait of Adele Bloch Baue.

Yayoi Kusama and Prada. Model with Prada dress inspired 
by the background by the Japanese painter.

Ives Klein. Golden monochrome.

These are elements of elegance in contrast to the 
kind of visual stridency that does not stand the test 
of time. Respect for the city and for this splendid 
site demands order and elegance rather than urban 
chaos. 

In our building, the golden textures sit on the ground 
and break down as they move up the facade. The 
gravidity dissolves with height, becoming transparent 
on the office floors. At the top, transparency is 
replaced by white glass, crowning the building.
In this way, the tripartite order is accentuated by the 
golden base, the transparent shaft and the white 
crown.
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Configuration of a useful building

The proposed architectural actions take into 
account the objectives established by CBRE as 
follows:
1. The distribution of the area between commercial 
and office use is basically 51% offices and 49% 
commercial. In the proposal we present, in terms 
of building coverage (governed by article 6.5.3 and 
6.5.4. of the Urban Development Regulations of 
the Madrid General Urban Plan), the offices have 
1,987.77 m2 and commercial premises 1,801.21 
m2, which means 52.46 % for offices and 47.54 
% for commercial premises, with a total building 
coverage of 3,789 m2. The building coverage must 
be distinguished from the gross floor area, which in 
the existing building and in our proposal is 4,228 
m2.
This distinction between building coverage and 
gross floor area is clearly established in article 8.1.10 
Building conditions of the Urban Development 
Regulations of the General Plan applicable to the 
building, as its applicable zonal regulations are NZ 1 
Grade 5, usage level D. This article states:
“e) Grade 5
The right to build on the plots covered by this grade 
is the right already existing both above and below 
ground for uses counted under the right to build, 
in accordance with the conditions established by 
articles 6.5.3 and 6.5.4 of these regulations.” 

1

2

3

4

5

Horizontal distribution dedicated to office use 
and commercial use.
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2. To properly divide up the constructed area within the building and 
provide the different premises with possible uses that are as flexible 
as possible, architectural operations are proposed which will under no 
circumstances affect more than 50% of the structure of the building. 
This means the works carried out will be considered as the partial 
restructuring allowed by the urban development regulations of the 
Madrid General Plan. 
These operations are as follows:
a. The position of the staircase and lifts is altered in order to reorganise 
the vertical circulation in the office building.
b. A new internal courtyard is opened on the second and top floors, 
providing additional natural light for the offices. 
c. A floor structure between pillars is demolished in the access to 
the offices from Paseo de Recoletos to form a lobby representing the 
office space.
d. In the proposed escalators connecting the basement, ground 
and first floor of the commercial premises, and in the space next to 
them connecting the basement and the ground floor, some terracing 
is planned both to provide a pedestrian connection between the 
two floors and for holding informal events, or to be used to display 
products from the shop.
e. By partially demolishing some parts of the ceiling/floor, two new 
spaces are created for passing conduits, making it possible for the 
installations in the commercial area to be completely independent from 
the office area.
f. The accesses to the offices and commercial premises are set back 
from Paseo de Recoletos (where the two accesses are, which means 
they are visible from Plaza de Colón).
g. With the building coverage resulting from these operations, the 
porticoes on the ground floor are occupied. This not only balances the 
building coverage between commercial and office use, it also takes 
the building down to the ground with the gravity already mentioned. Transformation process from the current building to the proposed building

Proposed accesses to the building

COLÓN1 / Proposal. Introduction
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3. New composition of the facade. 
With the compositional criteria already 
mentioned, the intervention on the facades of 
the building is as follows:
a. The existing prefabricated elements are 
removed.
b. Frames are fitted with horizontal modulation 
of 91 cm on some facades and 93 cm 
on others. This imperceptible difference 
adapts the new modules to the dimensions 
of the building.  Vertically, these heights of 
these frames are multiples of the horizontal 
module. On the outside, the frames contain 
glass which is treated differently as it goes 
up the facade.  A glass wall is also fitted on 

the internal facade supported by lacquered 
aluminium profiles between floors. The 
chamber created in this way is accessible 
and can be crossed for maintenance by metal 
walkways that can be mechanically opened 
or closed, allowing in cool air in summer and 
producing a greenhouse effect in winter.
On the ground floor, the double facade 
acquires a width making it possible to have 
displays on the outside for the commercial 
premises and shelving areas on the inside. 
On the raised floors, the double facade 
projects 80 cm over the alignment of the plot 
and forms the kind of thermal cushion already 
mentioned.

2a2a2a2a2a2a2a2a

9a

5a

5a

Façade transformation Building  grid

Façade transparency
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4. Description of the office spaces and commercial areas.
The spaces given over to commercial premises and offices have been 
completely differentiated on all floors, even in terms of the electrical, 
plumbing, heating/air conditioning and data installations. The only 
exception to this criterion is that the only access to installation roof floor 
is via stairs from the offices, so that, for commercial premises machinery 
maintenance work, an access agreement must be established between 
the commercial premises and the offices.
Two spaces are developed in the basement. One is for the offices 
containing the staircase, lifts, which go down to the car park floors, 
electrical and water meter cupboards, changing rooms and a large space 
for the Data Processing Centre (DPC). The other is used for commercial 
premises, which, in turn, is divided into two differentiated areas: the 
services area including the staircase, lift, changing rooms, installation and 
DPC cupboards, and the part for sales to the public, including toilets. 
Below the terracing going down to the ground floor there is provision for a 
water tank in case a sprinkler network is required.
Access to the offices is on the ground floor on the Paseo de Recoletos 
facade set back with a splayed portico through which you enter a double-
height lobby containing a sculptural spiral staircase, as well as the lift and 
staircase to the offices.
The commercial premises are also accessed from the Paseo de Recoletos 
facade and are developed all along the Calle Génova facade and the 
internal passages and courtyards of the Colón complex. The configuration 
of accesses, shop windows and external displays is a general approach 
to a possible organisation of the premises, although, given the modular 
flexibility of the facade, it would not be at all difficult to establish another 
configuration.
On the ground floor, the commercial premises have a useful sales area 
of 577 m2 and connect with the basement via the terracing, allowing a 
very broad visual connection between the ground floor and the basement, 
improving the value of the basement as a sales area.

Basement.

Ground floor.
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In the first-floor office area, as well as the 
space above the lobby, there is a space that 
can be used as a client waiting or “vending” area 
(depending on how the access for people from 
outside the business to the working floors is 
managed) and, on the other side of the vertical 
communication area, there is a space that could 
be used as a boardroom, management office or 
for other uses that can be differentiated from the 
general working area.

The first floor used as commercial premises is 
accessed by the public via escalators, although 
there are two emergency staircases and a lift. Its 
useful sales area is 556 m2.

The second floor is entirely given over to 
offices, with a useful working area of 774 m2. This 
floor is distributed around a nucleus containing 
a courtyard, offering light and ventilation that 
notably improves the natural lighting of the central 
spaces on that floor, the lifts and the staircase, 
the mandatory toilets and, in the possible 
configuration sketched out, four meeting rooms. 
The distribution of the working space allows very 
different configurations. One of these is presented, 
suggesting informal forms of work.

First floor.

Second floor.

Proposal = Introduction + Offer + Time chart
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The third floor is entirely given over to offices 
and is developed around a central core like that on 
the second floor. Its useful working area is 362 m2 
and it is surrounded on three of the facades by a 
garden terrace adapted for frequent use.

Above the third floor, and accessed by 
the general staircase from the offices, is all 
the machinery for the general installations in 
the building. This floor is covered by a grid 
of cylindrical photovoltaic panels that can be 
arranged horizontally and which, as well as their 
electrical contribution, cover all the installations 
that could be seen from the upper floors of the 
surrounding buildings with a ventilated surface. 
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Third floor.

Roof  floor.
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Elevation Génova street.Elevation Colón square.
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Longitudinal section. Longitudinal section.
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Transversal section.
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Proposal = Introduction + Offer + Time chart

Energy efficiency considerations

The design of the building in terms of the energy 
systems is aimed at promoting passive systems, 
particularly those associated with the architectural 
form, although active systems are also provided. 
We would highlight the following:  
a. Formation of a double skin chamber on all the 
facades. 
Using automated grille opening systems, depending 
on the season of the year this chamber will be used 
to produce a greenhouse effect in the coldest 
periods and ventilation at the warmest times of year.

b. Use of high solar- and noise-protection glass.
c. Improvement of natural light conditions with the 
new courtyard to be build on the second and third 
floors.

d. The flat roof on the third floor is resolved with high 
thermal inertia using a solution partly involving plants. 
It will have the following layers: asphalt waterproofing, 
18cm thermal insulation; anti-root geotextile layer, 
drainage layer, “Slimline”-type filter membrane and 
60 cm of soil in the vegetation areas. The finish in the 
transitable areas will be iroko wood.

Concerning the active measures, we propose to 
adopt the following:

a. For the air conditioning, fan coils are used in 
the rooms that have heat and cold batteries. The 
heat batteries will be supplied by the boiler and the 
cold batteries by a high-performance cooling unit 
on the roof of the third floor. In accordance with the 
regulations, the primary renewal air will be brought 
into the fan coils at the right temperature, improving 
the performance of the installation. The primary air 
will be provided by an air treatment unit on each 
floor, which will have an energy recovery unit to 
make the installation more efficient. In the rooms 
with variable and high occupation, it will be treated 
with independent air treatment units and there 
will also be heat recovery units. All the heated/air 
conditioned rooms will have a thermostat at the 
entrance to activate the heating/air conditioning so 
that unoccupied rooms will not use energy. 

b. Provision in summer for using the low air 
temperature outside at night, firstly to achieve 
natural ventilation and, secondly, to gradually 
reduce the temperature of the offices and shared 
areas of the different floors free of charge to 
the established comfort temperature. Natural 
ventilation will take place at night and, if necessary, 
first thing in the morning from 7 to 8am when the 
building is unoccupied. In this way, in favourable 
outdoor conditions, the system makes it possible to 
cool the office spaces on each floor with minimum 

energy consumption. Because of this, it has 
been established that the outdoor thermometers 
should provide a signal to trigger the motorised 
opening of windows, allowing air in from outside 
when it is at a lower temperature than the air 
inside the offices. Their opening and closing will 
be controlled by an all/nothing signal integrated 
into the control of the installations. The primary 
air extractors will be switched on by the control 
system so that the air brought in can be extracted. 
The operating time and a minimum temperature 
inside the premises will be established and the 
extractors will be switched on and off until the 
preset temperature is reached, monitored via 
thermometers established in the offices and 
communal areas. In addition, for the system to 
work properly, the network of conduits will have 
a motorised gate on each floor to select the air 
return conduit. This means that when this system 
is operating the air extracted from the internal 
areas will be passed through all the rooms on the 
floor, while in normal operation the air will return 
via the linear diffusers fitted on the edge of each 
floor. The opening and closing of these gates will 
be controlled by an all/nothing signal integrated 
into the control of the installations. So, at night, 
and when the outdoor conditions are right, this 
solution will allow considerable energy saving in 
the air conditioning of the offices.
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c. In order to optimise the use of the heating/
air conditioning installation, a centralised control 
system will be established to monitor and regulate 
all the installations. It will be an electric control 
managed via a central computer which will 
automatically programme the switching on of the 
installation’s motors. It will also manage the control 
of all elements including boilers, coolers, pumps, air 
conditioning units and fan coils.

d. The use of solar panels, with the support of low-
temperature gas boilers, is proposed as a system for 
generating hot water for washing, accumulated centrally. 

e. Water-saving devices will be fitted including 
taps with aerators, thermostats, timer buttons and 
stopcocks before the consumption point. Timer 
buttons are proposed to ensure savings in wash 
basins and showers. Individual consumption 
sanitary equipment taps will have flow reduction 
mechanisms of some kind.

f. The toilet cistern flushing activation mechanism 
will limit the flush volume to a maximum of six litres, 
and there will be the possibility of stopping the flush 
or having a double flush system.

g. Glass and carpentry. The interior carpentry will be 
high quality, with a thermal break and low-sound-
transmission double glazing. 

h. High-efficiency, low-consumption lamps will be 
used, especially in communal areas where it is 
necessary for them to operate continuously.

i. Sectorisation of lighting in communal areas. 
Arrangement of lighting zones by floors or by 
sectors in communal areas, preventing lights in the 
whole communal area being switched on every time 
light is required in just one zone.

j. Optimum performance of all electric motors 
associated with communal equipment (pumps, 
pressure units, fans, lifts, etc.). These motors will 
be selected on the best performance curve, even 
at the cost of increasing their rated power. With 
this criterion they will always work under optimum 
conditions with the lowest possible consumption, 
extending their useful life.

k. Optimisation above a certain level of electrical 
consumption, improving the power factor using 
condenser batteries. In cases of high consumption, 
reactivated energy compensation equipment will be 
installed to reduce the corresponding costs.

l. Automatic presence-activated lighting in toilets and 
areas of passage, turned off when the room is empty.

m. Lighting control to reduce brightness when there 
is natural light.

Proposal = Introduction + Offer + Time chart
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n. VRF heating/air conditioning system allowing 
surplus heat or cold to be transferred from one 
area of the building to another, achieving a notable 
energy saving.

o. Water supply pumps in units with frequency 
inverters.
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Degree in Architecture (Higher 
Level) from the Barcelona Higher 
Technical School of Architecture. 
He has held various posts with 
Madrid City Council, including chief 
executive of the municipal housing 
company and Madrid city planning 
manager between 1982 and 
1987. His career as an architect, 
urban planner and lecturer has 
allowed him to understand both 
the essence of cities and the way 
they operate, and to be able to act 
in them with the respect and deep 
thinking required by coexistence in 
shared spaces.
During 2013 and 2014, he ran 

a very wide-ranging study of 
more than 13,500 buildings 
and open spaces in Madrid for 
the city council to evaluate the 
architectural, historical and urban 
elements. The aim of this study 
was to establish a catalogue so 
actions could be carried out on 
them based on a balance between 
respect for history and architecture 
and the possibility of improving 
their energy efficiency conditions 
and habitability.

He has designed more than 
18,000 homes, many of them 
in Madrid and the surrounding 

region, and many public buildings, 
and he has renovated several 
unique buildings. He is constantly 
involved in the city, both through 
his professional work there and 
the theoretical articles he has 
published.

Enrique Bardají was a lecturer in 
the Department of Urban Planning 
at the Madrid Higher Technical 
School of Architecture from 
1996 to 2013 and is currently 
Ad Honorem Professor at the 
Technical School. 

Us = Team + Experience + Philosophy
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Enrique Bardají Álvarez

Founding s and managing 
director of E. Bardají y Asociados.



Carlos Santi Merayo

Architecture manager
at E. Bardají y Asociados
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Degree in Architecture from the Madrid Higher Technical School of 
Architecture. Specialist in building. Master’s Degree in project management 
from the Architecture Higher Education Centre of the Antonio Camuñas 
Foundation-San Pablo CEU University Foundation of Madrid. Member of 
the Madrid Official Association of Architects (COAM).

Since 1989 he has been carrying on his professional activity as an 
architect associated with the Enrique Bardají Álvarez at Asesoría de 
Proyectos Urbanos, S.A., Enrique Bardají y Asociados, S.L. as E. Bardají 
Arquitectura S.L.P., working as design manager, project manager and 
site manager in different areas such as: non-residential buildings, work 
spaces, tertiary buildings and premises, commercial and corporate 
spaces, renovation design, residential buildings and social housing, as 
well as international development planning, 2013 Latin America (Mexico, 
Peru, Chile and Bolivia).

Contributing more to each project is the basis of my professional 
experience, an overall vision and complete coordination with cross-
departmental management in order to keep costs down and meet 
deadlines, integrating professional experience and knowledge with 
customer service to make objectives cost-effective.

Degree in Architecture from the Valladolid Higher Technical School 
of Architecture (1998). Specialisation in theory and analysis of historic 
heritage, procedures and techniques for the restoration of historic 
heritage (1995-1997) and urban and regional planning from the University 
of Valladolid (2000-2001). 

Postgraduate qualification in urban law, management and planning from 
the San Pablo Foundation-Castile and Leon CEU (2002-2003). Specialist 
diploma in geographical information systems applied to territorial 
organisation, urban planning and landscape from the Technical University 
of Valencia between 2013 and 2015. 

Since 2006 she has been working at E. Bardají y Asociados, SL, a 
company where, since 2010, she has been a partner and head of the 
Urban Planning Department, working both on the integrated design of 
planning and urban design projects based on an integrated concept 
of architecture and urban planning, and urban planning advice and 
consultancy in relation to the processes of developing and transforming 
cities. She previously worked as head of the Urban Planning Department 
at Tecnia Ingenieros, SA (Asturias), and with the University Institute of 
Urban Planning at the University of Valladolid, drawing up different urban 
planning and territorial organisation instruments, as well as in the field of 
property valuation at the company Sociedad de Tasación, SA. 

Cristina Dominguez Fernández

Urban planning manager
at E. Bardají y Asociados
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Degree in Civil Engineering from the Technical University of Madrid 
Founder member of the ACIES (Association of Structural Consultants) 
Lecturer in the Madrid Official Association of Architects’ interdisciplinary 
programme for architects. 

Since 1999, he has run Valladares Ingeniería, showing great character 
and leadership in all his decisions, making it one of the leading building 
engineering firms in Spain. This is all thanks to a multidisciplinary 
team consisting of civil engineers, architects, industrial engineers, 
telecommunications engineers and quantity surveyors. He leads 
and develops all structural projects, dealing directly with clients and 
attempting to balance the best solution from a technical point of view 
with meeting needs and requirements. During these two decades of 
great effort and dedication, he has developed big projects throughout 
more than 15 countries, ranging from airports, office buildings, shopping 
centres and residential buildings to sports centres and general building 
projects.

Degree in industrial engineering from the Technical University of Madrid. 
Member 11101145 of the NFPA (National Fire Protection Association).
Member 08078372 of ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers). Member 0669 of the 
Spanish Association of Hospital Engineering. Lecturer at the IDESIE 
Business School.

He coordinates and manages the development of all designs and 
installations, responsible for dealing directly with clients. He is 
responsible for implementing the best possible solutions from a 
technical and economic point of view in all the work done. He has 
directed a large number of installation projects in office buildings, sports 
centres and airports, among others as well as taking responsibility for 
energy audits, sustainable maintenance plans for installations, sound 
measurement, commissioning and technical inspections.

Javier Valladares López

Managing director and founder
at Valladares Ingeniería

Fernando Valladares López

Partner in Valladares Ingeniería
and deputy managing director
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Ampliación Juzgados
de Ponferrada 

PONFERRADA. LEÓN
(2014)

Cliente
Ministerio de Justicia

Constructor
CEINSA

Superficie construida total
3.527,90 m2

Presupuesto
3.175.110,00 euros

Estado
Construido

Finalistas al Mejor Proyecto de
Construcción no Residencial.
Premios NAN 2015

1ª Tienda Urbana
y Nuevas Oficinas  

Pº IMPERIAL. MADRID
(2012)

Cliente
MAKRO Autoservicio Mayorista

Constructora
Ankarsa

Superficie
17.750 m²

Presupuesto
7.246.843 euros

Estado
Construida Fase I
Construida Fase II

Premio Mejor Edificio Comerical
Trofeo Internacional Archizinc 2013

Mejor Proyecto de Rehabilitación
Premios NAN 2014
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Nuevos Juzgados
de Almendralejo

ALMENDRALEJO. BADAJOZ
(2008-2012)

Cliente
Ministerio de Justicia

Constructor
SACYR

Superficie construida total
5.310,40 m2

Presupuesto
2.951.375,03 euros

Estado
Terminado

Edificio Comercial y
Renovación de Fachadas 
“Goya, 80”  

CALLE GOYA, 80. MADRID
(2006-2012)

Cliente
El Corte Inglés, S.A.

Constructor
DETECSA

Presupuesto
1.419.257,00 euros

Superficie construida total
2.745 m²

Estado
Terminado

Premio Mejor Iniciativa Rehabilitación 
Energetica de Edificios
Asprima-Sima 2013
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Rehabilitación y Ampliación
de Edificio    

CALLE SERRANO, 84. MADRID
(2003-2009)

Cliente
Espacio Zona Prime Serrano 84 S.L.

Constructor
PROIESCON, S.L.

Superficie construida total
2.464 m2

Presupuesto
3.652.562,00 euros 

Estado
Terminado

Premio Mejor Rehabilitación. 
2009 Asprima (Asociación de promotores  
nmobiliarios de Madrid).

Nuevo Plan
‘‘Mahou-Calderón’’

DISTRITO ARGANZUELA. MADRID
(2016)

Cliente 
MAHOU, S.A.
Club Atlético de Madrid, S.A.

Tipo
Nuevo desarrollo urbanístico del ámbito
‘‘Mahou-Calderón’’

Superficie total 
204 ha
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Palestina Happy 
Child Centre   

RAMALLAH, PALESTINE
(2017)

Cliente
MIRBAELLO Trading & Decoration WLL

Tipo
Edificio Singular

Superficie construida total
4.743 m2

Estado
Presentado

Hospital ‘‘Alto Hospicio’’
Iquique, Chile

CHILE
(2016)

Cliente
SACYR Chile

Tipo
Proyecto para Licitación de Obras

Superficie
40.000 m²
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Torre de Viviendas.
Maranta 

MÉXICO DF
(2015)

Cliente
Acciona Parque Reforma

Tipo
Complejo Residencial

Conjunto Residencial
‘‘Tradizione’’

GARZÓN, LIMA. PERÚ
(2015)

Cliente 
URBANA PERÚ

Tipo
Edificio 10 plantas 
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We are the integrated architecture 
and urban planning services firm 
your company needs.

We know that this is the case and 
we highlight three reasons which 
we develop in our presentation

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY DESIGNED 
FROM THE INSIDE OUT IN OUR 
BUILDINGS.

OUR RESOURCES ALLOW OUR 
CLIENTS TO LEAD THEIR SECTOR OVER 
A WIDE RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES

WE ALWAYS OFFER TOP-CLASS 
TECHNICAL TEAMS.

With our clients, we seek to design buildings 
that are as efficient as possible; buildings 
designed with a business approach. 

E. Bardají Arquitectos began its professional 
activities in 1987. For more than 25 years, 
our high technical standards and professional 
experience have allowed us to successfully 
carry out many projects and during our career 
we have been rewarded with many prizes. 

The experience of Valladares Ingeniería is also 
added to our offer. We therefore bring together 
architectural conception and design and town 
planning to form a solid team in which the 
technical and financial control of the project 
becomes a tool to serve our client.

We believe the set of resources. We offer our clients 
allows them to enjoy a wide range of opportunities 
to carry out their projects. And we are proud to be 
able to do so based on talent, intelligence used 
in the products we develop and the professional 
experience consolidated over the years. 

We are grateful for the opportunity you are offering 
us to explain how we carry out our projects for 
our clients.

We would be delighted to be able to develop
the full potential our experience and our team offer 
your company.

We offer you teams consisting of technicians 
with broad professional experience who have 
trained with our companies. At the heart of the 
development of a project, we always combine 
strict control of quality, budget and deadlines. 

We also have a qualified network of local 
technical teams, giving our clients absolute 
peace of mind that we will take care of the 
final management of the product in the place 
where it is constructed.
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